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With the PRAKTICA BCS you haue bought
a qualitg miniature SLR cam,era zoith fully
automatic shutter speed control in a range
betueen 1/rr.,oo s and 40 s. In addition, the ca-
n^Lera' s microelectroni,cs make possible pho-
tographg at fired shutter speeds betueen
1/rooo s and 1 s and unlimited shutter speeds
u:ith the B setting. The open-aperture TTL
metering means a reallg bright uieufinder
image as a result of the electronic transmis-
sion of aperture ualues from the lens to the
camera.

17 LEDs at the r ight-hand edge of the uieus-
finder image prouide information on all im-
portant shot data and operations, such as the
shutter speed to be erpected, undererposltre
and oueretposu,re, autornatic and semi-auto-
matic operating modes as usell. as flash re-
adiness usith dedicated computerised flash
units. ln addition, the preselected aperture
setting is tsisible at the bottom of the uieus-
finder image. Manual corrections can be
made for deliberate ouererposures and un-
dererposures. The PRAKTICA BCS is sui-
table for use uith both normal, electronic
flash units and computerised flash units.
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SLR camera f or 24 x 36 mm frame slze,
open-ap ertur e -TT L metering sy stem uith
ele ctr oni c t r o nstni s sion of ap ertur e u alu e s

automatic stepl,ess electronic shutter
speed control, bettneen 1/rooo s and' 40 s
changeouer from autotnatic to sem'i-auto-
matic mode possible - f i red speed rdnge
lrom 1/rooo s to 7 s
indication of shutter speed in uieuftnder
bg LEDs
indication of ouererposure or underet-
posure
aperture setti.ng displaged at bottom ot
uietufinder image
manual erposure coinpensdti'on of + 2
erposure factors
n'LernorA locking
self-t imer (appror.8 s) rt :r ' th start ing but '
ton

focussit tg sgstem, comprises Fresnel lens
wr,th nouel diagonal tr iple zuedge, tnicro'
prism ri,ng and ground glass ring

ftash synchronisation (approt Llso s) at 1
or automatic formation of f lash speed in
automatic sett ing zuith dedicated comput-
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erhed flash unit; indication of tlash read,-
iness in uieutinder

O uieusfinder image shouss dpprox. 95 per
cent of picture sides

o PRAKTICA bagonet (flange focat length
44.4 mm, internal diatneter 48.5 mm)

a connection for niotor u: inder
a tilm intormotiorz holder on redr of cam-

era
O batterg condition indication in uiewfi,nd-

E T

O pou)er source: 6V primarE battery
O si l icon photoelement as l ight senscr
O metering and control range: 0-17 EV at

21 DIN and aperture 1.4
O d im"ens ions o!  bodE:

738 mm x 87.5 n'Ln'L x 49 mm
O ueight of boda uith,out batterg: 530 g
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7 Unlocking keu
2 SeIf -timer release
3 Self-timer cocking leuer
4 Stop down key
5 Frame counter
6 Cocking leuer
7 Aperture ualue i ,ndication
8 Reuind crank
9 Reuind knott

10 Fi lm speed sett i ,ng r ing
11 F i l ter  threod
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I lZ Focussing rirry

13 Depth-of -I ield scale
| 11 Lens posit ioning mark
| 15 Lug f or camging strap

16 Release lock u: i th tnark
77  Connec t i on f  o r  cab le '

release
78 Shutter release
19 Shutter speedf automatic

I  set t ing knob
20 Hot shoe tuith centre

contact
27 Connection fo,r

computerised flash
22 Centre contact
23 Memorg lock and batterg

checkbutton
24 Lug f or canying strap
25 Erposure conxpensatiott

dial u:itlt. marl$ng
26 Flash nipple
27 Aperture sett ing r ing

,a#giii;Mk*air;*;;
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31
32
33
34

Fi lm cart r idge
compartment
Shutter  b lodes
Eg epiece u;ith acce ssorg
holder
Camera back
Fi lm take-up-spool
Fi lm sprocket
Knur led  spoo l  base

35 Contacts f  or motor tpinder
36 Cot:er f  or batterg cornpartment
37 Battery comportment locking screu)
38 Filtn inf ormation holder
39 Thread for tr ipod
40 Rer ind re lease
41 Coupling for motor ucinder
42 Catch f or motor usinder
43 Egepiece coDer (see page22)
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This summarg is no substitute f or a thorough
knouledge of all the operating instructions
eontained in this booklet.

O Insert batterg
Note * and - pole markings in batterg
compartment couer (36).

O Ope.nback
PuIl reuLnd knob (9) upward.s and the
back rnill open.

O lnsert fi,lm
Adjust setting knob (19) to f or a fast
fired shutter speed,. lnsert film cartridge
in cartridge conlpartment (28), press re-
usind button (9) back in, insert the start
of the film into the slit in the take-up
spool (32) and turn the spool by the knur-
Led edge (34) tou:ards the centre of the
can'Lera until the teeth of the sprocket (33)' 
engage in the perforations in the film.
Suing cocking Leuer (6) as far as it utill
go to check film trauel.

o Close back

1 2
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Prepare to shoot
CarrE on releasing and cocki,ng until the
frame counter (5) indicates frame 7.
Readjust sett ing knob (19) to automatic.

Set fi,lm speed
Lift and turn setting ring (10) until the
correct film speed i,s opposite the mark.
Select aperture
Set the desired aperture usi,ng the aper-
ture setting ring (27).
Focus
Triple uedge:
object is in f ocus rahen its eontours and
lines flou naturally
Mi,cropri,sm ring:
ushen tocussed correctly the object is
clear and flicker-free
Ground glass ring:
used usith poor lighting (eg lor close-ups);
image should appear clear and sharp.

Release shutter
Depress shutter release (18) slightlE; the
carnera's automatic sgstem starts to uork
and an LED shows the shutter speed. If
the speed suits the subject, release the
shutter; if not, alter the aperture.

Film change
Depress reuind release (40), lold out re-
uind crank (8) and turn in the direction
of the arrou). When turning becomes
easier the t i lm has been completelA re-
toound. Pul l  the retuind button (9) al l  the
uaA up to unlock the back and then re-
n'Loue the tilm cartridge.

Lens change
Press unlocking kea G), turn lens anti.-
cloclt toise as f ar as i t  wi l l  go and ren'Loue.
Insert the Lens so that the red markings
are opposite one another and turn clock-
uise t i l l  i t  locks.

o
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lnser t ing the bat tery

Pouer tor the l ight metering, shutter control
ond LED indicators is supplied bg a Mallorg
PX 28 or equiualent 6 uolt  si luer oride bat-
terg. ln normal use a Jresh battery has a
l i f  e of about 2 gears.
To insert the batterg turn the locking screur
(37) in the compartment couer (36) anti-
clockuise unti l  the couer con be opened.
Wipe the contocts in the battery compart-
ment and on the tresh batterg uith a drg
cloth. Press the * pole of the battery agoinst
the sprung contact (pole markings in battery
compartment coDer) and t ip the batterg in.
Close and lock coDer.
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Checking the battery

The shutter tnust be cocked. Press shutter
release (18) and then memorg button (23). l f
the LED indication is bright the batterg
sti l l  has a sufl icient pouoer reserDe. when
the batterg is used up the LED goes out. In
B and f settings it is not possible to check
the battery.

Special attention should be paid to the bat-
tery and contacts. Frequent checks are od-
uisable, cleaning u:hen necessarA. The bat-
terg is sensitiue to lous tem,peratures ond
shutld be suitablg protected. When the ca-
nlera is not being used for lengthy periods
the batterg should be remotsed from the
carneTo.www.orphancameras.com



Opening the back
Pull the reusind button (9) up as f ar as it usill
go to unlock the bade. Open the bade corn'
pLeteLA; the frame counter (5) u:ill automati-
cally return to the starting position. Insert
the film cartrid,ge into the cartridge coin-
partment (28). Press the reusind button (9)
back in all the usag, turning it it necessarg.
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Closing the bock

Press the middle of  the lock s ide of  the back
aga ins t  the  camera  bodg  un t i l  t he  lock  i s
heard to engage.

Prepar i r tg  to  shoo t

The cocking leuer (6)  mag be su.ut tg out  o
I i t t l e  tag  u ' i t hou t  s ta r t i ng  the  u ind ing  p ro -
cedure.  This readiness posi t ion increases
hand l ing  re l i ob i l i t g  uohen  tak ing  rop id  p i c -
ture sequences.  S-- ing cocking leuer os far
as  i t  u i l l  go ,  re tu rn  ond  p ress  shu t te r  re lease
(18) .  Repea t  p rocedure  and  con t inue  io  do  so
un t i l  t he  au tomat i c  f rome coun te r  (5 )  i t t d i -
ca tes  f  rome 7 .
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Sett ing the l i lm speed
Press down on button marked'ASA' (10) and
turn until the fi)m speed ualue used is opposite
the mark.
The knurled ring locks ushen released. The
flap lrom the tilm pack con be put into the
l i lm intormation ho'der (38) cs an addit ional
oid to the memorg.
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Automatic shutter speed control

In automatic mode the PRAKTICA BC3
operates automaticatlg in a stepless shutter
speed range from 1/_rooo s to 40 s. The shutter
speed is electronicallg controlled i,n l ine
ui th the l ight ing condi t ions,  the selected
aperture and the f i lm speed. LEDs at  the
edge of  the uieuf inder indicate the cQn'
t ro l led shut ter  speed. Where the shut ter
speed range is erceeded this is indicated by
OVER and UNDER. TheTTL meter ing auto-
mat ical lg takes into account a l l  factors in-

f luencing the erposure such as focal  length
of  the lens,  f i l ter  and er tensions.  l f  Lenses
u: i th the M 42 r  1 thread are used u: i th
an adapter, Iight metering is automatic at
u 'ork ing aperture.

1 9
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Aperture selection

The desired aperture is set against the mark
on the lens rnount bg turning the aperture
setting ring (27 ). The set aperture is displaaed
at the bottom of the oieustinder irnage. As a
guide, the selection of the tollowing ualues
can be recommended for a t i lm speed of
20  D IN :  80  ASA:

aperture
8-11
4-5.6
not belous 8

The choice of aperture can also be made
according to the desired depth-ot-tield (f ore-
ground, mid-ground, backgrou,nd) and bg
taking into account the speed intormation
in the uiewlinder (danger of blurring).
See also the section on depth-of-tield indi'
cation. A smoll aperture lneans a large
depth-of-f ield, a large aperture a corre-
spondinglg sm al ler depth-of -f  ield.

sunshine
clou,d coDer
close-ups

20
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Automatic e rposure, indication
Set shutter speed knob (1g) to automatie.
The electronics are susitched on bA slight
pressure on the shutter release (19). ln the
uieul inder image the shutter 'speed, calcula-
ted by the outomatic systern is shoun by an
LED disploA. lf it appears unsuitable 1oi the
subject, it can be corrected bg selecting an-
other aperture. LEDs are al lotted to selected
speeds betueen l/ru.n s and 8 s, usith inter-
mediate sett ings being indicated bg the si-
multaneous lighting of tuo adjacent diod,es.
Shutter speeds betrneen 8 s and 40 s are in-
dicated bg the permanent lighting of the
UNDBR LED, rohile speeds outside the I/s1,ps
to 40 s range are indicated bg the flashing
oJ the LED at OVER or UNDER. ln this case
the shutter is set for Ur6os or 40 s. If shutter
speeds of t lns and slouser are formed, the
use of a tripod or other steadg surface is
recommended,

ovte

r(x)o
5@
250
r25
co
30
t 5
I
a
2
t

a 2
T '
l .

UNDEE
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43 19
Shutter release

After the shutter speeil has been cheeked in
the uieufinder, the shutter is operated bA
fullU depressing the shutter release (18).
When pressure is remooed, from the shutter
release the electronics are automoticallg
su:itched otf . With slous shutter speeds the
remoual of pressure from the shutter release
does not olfect the erposure proeedure. In
this case the electronics are susitdteil ott
only ushen the shutter qcle has been corn-
pleted.
If the cycle needs to be broken off prema-
turely usi,th a uery long shutter speed (eg
after an dccidental shutter release), the
shutter speed settingknob(L9) should brieflA
be turned to B or t . It the carnera is not
held, ot ege leuel iluring autornatic operotion
(eg usith tripod shots), the eyepieee cooer (43)
ushidh cornes usith the earne?a, should be
pushed into the holder (30).

22
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Locking ol metered ualues

lf  the subject features ertrente contrasts,
such as
O people 'w^earing dark clothes in sunlit

snou) or
o a l ight-coloured object in f  ront of a d,ark

background,

the erposure ualue can be calculated bE in-
dit t idual metering of the most important
element in the picture from close up.
The metered ualue calculated in the close-up
medsu,rement is stored, and the image sec-
t ion can be changed u.i thout another shutter
speed being set.
To store the metered ualue t irst depress the
shutter release (18) sl ightlg to init iate the
metering process and then briel lg press the
lnemorA button (23) to lock in the metered
ualue. The shutter must be cocked. No neus
measLrrernent is made bef ore the shutter is
released, ond the shutter speed ui l l  corres-
pond to the locked ualue.
The locked ualue is erased u.:hen pressure is
retnoued from the shutter release and the
electronics are suitched otf .

23
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Erposure compensation

Another uay of influencing the erposure
indiuiduallg is by using the erposure corl-
pensation dial (25). Such compensation is
necessdrA uhen the character ol the object
oaries greatlg trom the norm, eg u:ith dark
objects in front o! a light background (+1,
*2) and uith bright objects in front of a
uery dark background (-1, -2).

Lift and turn the dial (25) in the desired
direction.
Starting trom the initial position the shutter
speed is reduced by 7 or 2 erposure factors
uhen the knob is set to *1 or 12, respec-
t iuely. The speed is correspondinglg increa-
sed u:hen the knob is set to -7 or -2. The
knob can be set to haU factors. At the bor-
ders of the tilm speed range - 12 DIN and
36 DIN - cornpensation by ttao foctors is
also possible (correspondinglg to 6 DIN and
42 DtN).
Tlte compensation cannot ertend the shutter
speed range begond the speeds of r/1rxx1 s and
40 s. Remember to return the button to the
neutral ini t ial  posit ion fol louing erposure-
colnpensated shots.

24
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Semi-automatic tnode

lf tgou usant to shoot at a particular shutter
speed, for reproductions or scientific tt:ork
for erample, set the PRAKTICA BCg to
semi-automatic mode. Fired shutter speeds
lrom 1s to r lns1s are auai lable. Select the
speed gou tuant using the shutter speed set-
t ing knob (19) - this automatical ly changes
the canlera operation to semi-automatic
mode. As ttsith automatic shutter speed con-
trol, the canl,era's electronics are susitehed
on by gentle pressure on the shutter release.
The shutter speed can again be checked
using the LEDs in the oieufinder. While the
LED corresponding to the set shutter speed
flashes, the shutter speed required by the
lighting conditions, the film speed and the
seleeted aperture is shousn at the sarne tirne
bA a steadilg lit LED. (For interrnediate
speeds two adjaeent LEDs light up.) To
match the two, the aperture or shutter speed
should be altered until the LEDs in the oieu-
finiler are lit stead,ilg. With 1 and B settings
there is no LED display. The flash speed of
around r/es s is f orm,ed rnechanicallg usith t
and, electronically ushen using a dedicated
comput er ise d f lash unit in automatic po sition.
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All other shutter speeds including B are
electronically controlled. It is also possible
to photograph usith y u:ithout a battery.

Holding the carnera

The illustrations shous the best positions in
ushich to hold the eamera for upright and
horizontal format shofs. Hold, the co,mero
steadilg and tightly and support the elbou:s
against the body. In this uay Aou u:itt
aehiea e blur -f r e e pictur e s.
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Flash photographA

ry the auailable light is insufticient f or
hand-held shots (eg indoors) or if the szb-
ject lras to be additionallg "brightened up",
llash should be used. All litting electronic
tlash units can be used, uhether coTnputer-
ised or not. Push the flash unit onto the hot
shoe utith eentre contact (20); the electricol
connection is thus ma,de. In the case of flash
units usithout the centre contact the electri-
cal connection is made uia the flash nipple.
The simultoneous use of tuso flash units is
possible usith the tu:o electricallg separate
eonnections.
For electronic flash usithout computer con-
trol set the shutter speed knob (IS1 to , .
The set shutter speed (around rlsos) is f ormed
mechanically.
It a dedicated cornputerised flash unit is
pushed onto the hot shoe in automatic set-
ting, the electronic flash speed is automati-
callg f ormed ushen flash readiness is
achieued. Flash readiness is indicated'bg o
green LED in, the uieustinder ushen the flash
unit is stuitched on and gentle pressure is
applied to the shutter release.

27

AII other information on automatic speed,s
on th_e displag is ertinguished. When-fired
speeds are ulsed, flash readiness is indicated,
in addition to the inforrnation on the rele-
uant speed on the displag and in , and, B
settings.
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Changing the lens

Press the unlocking keA (1) and turn the lens
anti-clocku:ise as far as it usill go. Remove
the lens f rom the camera.
lnsert the lens in such a, uaA that the red
rnarkings (1 and 74) on the camera and lens
are opposite each other. Press the lens
against the carnera body and turn clockttsise
until the locking pin is heard to en'gage.

By using the PB'-M42 adaPter
all original lenses usith the M 42 t 7
threod can be connected; lenses of other
makes u:ith the M 42 r 7 thread rnust be
suitable for PRAKTICA carneras and equip-
ped f or metering at usorking aperture. The
PRAKTICA BCT also usorks outomaticalllS
usith screw-thread lenses, the only differ-
ence being that the light metering is made
usith us orking aperhrr e.

28
www.orphancameras.com



Focussing

Focussing is possible using the triple usedge
system, the microprism ring or the ground
glass ring.

1) triple uedge

The 'w^edge system allouss highlg accurate
foeussing. Optimurrl sharpness is achieued
when the contours and lines flous naturallg.
Incorrectlg aligned edges indicate that the
image is out of f ocus.

2) microprism ring

The image is correctlg focussed ushen the
image inside the grid is clear and flicker-
lree.

3) ground glass ring

Especiallg useful in rnacro and micro photo-
graphy and ushen using lenses usith a small
relatiue aperture (greater than 4). The image
must appear clear and sharp in the ground
gloss ring.

29
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D e pth- of -t ield indic ation

The limits of the depth of tield f or the selec-
ted, aperture canbe read, off tromthe depth-
ot-tield scale (13) on the lens. Erample:
distance 3 m, aperture 5.6,-depth of f ield
ranges lrom around 2 m to 5 m.

lnlrared photographg

Intrared photography requires a slight cor-
reetion to the foanssing: match the distance
determined in toeussing usith the inlrared
hark (see arrou) on the lens.

Stopdoton keg

The depth of field can also be judged bg the
ground glass ring in the uieustinder image.
Push the stopd"own keg (4) uptaards. Do not
meter or release ushen stopping doun, as
this usill lead to an incomect erposure.

30
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Shutter release

For ease of operation seueral functions houe
been combined in the shutter release (18).
When the catnera is cocked, g'entle depres-
sion of the shutter release unti l  pressure is
lelt  stuitches on the automatic system and
the LEDs for shutter speeds or l lash readi-
ness (tuith special tlosh units). Further pres-
sure a*i l l  release the shutter.

Locking the shutter release

Accidentol etposure and unnecessarA use o!
pouer as a result of unintentional pressing
ol the shutter release ushether the camera is
cocked or not can be auoided by turning the
release lock (16) clockuise to block the shut-
ter release. To unlock turn in the opposite
direct ion. Do not lock the shutter release
tahen i t  is depressed.

3 1
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SeLJtimer

Cock shutter, stoing selt t imer cocking leuer
(3) al l  the uag dotnn, release self t imer bg
pressing the start ing button (2) at the pitsot
oI the leuer. The delag period is approri-
mately 8 s.
Do not cock the shutter ushi le the delag
mechanism is running.U a motor uinder is
attached to the carnera and switched on,
4 to 5 frames can be erposed during the
delag period as in continuous operation uith
fast shutter speeds. l f  this is not desired,
the motor uinder should be suitched oft.
To auoid incorrect metering in automatic
operatiort the egepiece should be couered
tuith the eyepiece coDer supplied.
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Changing the l i l rn
The frame counter (5) indicates the number
of fromes uhich haue already been erposed
on a film ushen the shutter cgcle is comple-
ted. If oll the frames on a film haue been
erposed (red mark at 20 or 36), change the
fi lm.
Press in the reu:ind release (40) until it locks,
told out the rewind crank (8) and turn mo-
ilerately quickly in the direction of the
arrow (clockuise) until increased resistance
folloued by easy rnouernent indicate that
the tilm has been fully reusound. Pull re-
uind knob all the rDaA up to unlock the
back. The film cartridge can nou) be remo-
oed. Do not change the film in bright sun-
light. lf more frames are erposed than are
indicated on the film pack, it is possible that
the cocking leoer cannot be stoung all the
way. Do not use torce. Wind back the film
and swing the cocking leuer as f ar as i t  nt i l l
go. J

33
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Protect the ce,n'Lera lrom impact, dust
a,nd rnoisture.

Clean the cartridge and spool cornpart-
rnents, the film track and the back frorn
time to time utith a soft brush.

Do not use anA organie solvents such as
spirit or uarnish thinner to clean the
caTneTa,.

Do not erpose the camera or lens to ag'
gressi,ue uapours.

Remoue fingerprints from the lens and
egepiece surfaces uith lens cleaning pa-
per.

Do not touch the mlrror, fi,eld lens or
shutter blades. Dirt on these should onlg
be remoued ba a seruice usorkshoP.

brush for dust rernoval,

o

o

o

o Use an optical
or blou out.

I

l
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Do not erpose the camera to uerg high
or lou ten'tperatures f or Lengthg periods.
Auoid, for etample, placing the can'Lera
in a car u:indous in direct sunlight. The
carnera should be suttablg protected trom
ertreme cold.

When using the camera near the sea or
on the beach, protect i t  from salt uater,
spraa and sand.

Auoid sudden changes in, tempereture.
These mag lead to the f ormation of con-
densation and thus to coi"t 'osion damage.

Neter attempt to m,ake Aour ouJn repairs
to the can'Lera. Consult a seruice uork-
shop uhere necessarA.

Please note carefullg all the instructions
contained in this booklet. Incorrect handling
of gour camera can lead to damage not co-
ueredbE our guarantee.
Further deuelopment oJ the PRAKTICA
BC3 mag result in some aspects of the ca-
mera deuiat ing sl ightlg from, those giuen
here.
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